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J.T. Ellison is the New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of eighteen critically 
acclaimed novels, including LIE TO ME, NO ONE KNOWS, WHAT LIES BEHIND, and ALL 
THE PRETTY GIRLS, and is the coauthor of the "A Brit in the FBI" series with #1 New York 
Times bestselling author Catherine Coulter. J.T. also cohosts the EMMY® Award-winning 
television series A Word on Words. 
 
With millions of books in print, Ellison’s work has been published in twenty-six countries and 
fourteen languages. Her novel THE COLD ROOM won the ITW Thriller Award for Best 
Paperback Original. Her novels FIELD OF GRAVES and WHERE ALL THE DEAD LIE were 
each a RITA® nominee for Best Romantic Suspense. She is also the author of multiple short 
stories. 
 
Ellison grew up in Colorado and Virginia. After graduating from Randolph-Macon Woman's 
College and receiving her master's degree from George Washington University, she was a 
presidential appointee and worked in The White House and the Department of Commerce before 
moving into the private sector to work as a financial analyst and marketing director for several 
defense and aerospace contractors. 
 
After moving to Nashville, Ellison began to research her hidden passions, forensics and crime, 
and was compelled to begin writing down her stories. To research her books, she has worked 
with the Metro Nashville Police Department and the FBI, as well as performing 
autopsies and studying survivalists. 
 
In 2012, Ellison teamed up with #1 New York Times bestselling author Catherine Coulter to co-
write a new FBI series. The first book, THE FINAL CUT, released in September of 2013 and hit 
every major bestseller list. The series continues with THE LOST KEY, THE END GAME, THE 
DEVIL'S TRIANGLE, and THE SIXTH DAY. The next installment will be published in Spring 
2019. 
 
Ellison published her first standalone novel, NO ONE KNOWS, a Nashville-based domestic 
thriller, in 2016 with Gallery Books, followed by the critically acclaimed LIE TO ME, published 
in 2017 with MIRA Books. Her newest standalone, TEAR ME APART, will be published on 
September 18, 2018. 
 
She also has co-written with Erica Spindler and Alex Kava on two anthology 
collaborations: SLICES OF NIGHT and STORM SEASON. 
 
J.T.'s interests go beyond writing books—she publishes them, too. In 2015, Ellison founded her 
own independent publishing house, Two Tales Press, which features spine-chilling short stories 
and novellas, including THE FIRST DECADE and DEAD ENDS. An avid oenophile, Ellison 
teamed up with her right-hand, Amy Kerr, to launch The Wine Vixen, a wine review website 
focusing on all varietals and price ranges.  



 
In 2015, Ellison was named a cohost of the Nashville literary television series A Word on Words. 
The series was hosted by respected journalist John Seigenthaler for more than 40 years and 
remains a favorite among viewers. The rebooted show builds on Mr. Seigenthaler’s distinguished 
legacy with an exciting new version of the literary series. The show won its first Emmy for Best 
Interstitial in 2017. Follow #keepreading for more updates on the show guests and lively literary 
discussions. 
 
She also has an active following on Twitter @thrillerchick and Instagram @thrillerchick, and has 
a robust Facebook community. 
 
She lives with her husband and twin kittens in Nashville, where she enjoys fine wine and good 
notebooks. 
 


